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THE RIPLEY
RAILROAD
HERBERT C. MURDAUGH

The Ripley Railroad
Mississippi's Only Narrow-Gauge Common Carrier
Compiled by
Herbert C. Murdaugh

Privately mimeographed and printed in Jackson, Tennessee
Copyright 1968 by Herbert C. Murdaugh

Cover photograph is by courtesy of the Lakeland
Fun and Recreation Club, Memphis, Tennessee. The
locomotive is their Huff' Puff No. 1, which has
a three-foot gauge and is in service in 1968. It
was originally built by Smith and Porter of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, early manufacturers
of small narrow-gauge locomotives. This locomotive has no connection with the Ripley Railroad,
but is used as an illustration of that era.

Dedicated to

Murry C. Falkn r
Great-grandson of
Colonel William C. Falkner

Colonel William C. Falkner from the GM & N News of November 27, 1925, which stated the
picture was reproduced from the only likeness of him now in existence and loaned to the G. M. &
N. News through the courtesy of Hon. Albert Anderson of Ripley, Mississippi.

THE RIPLEY RAILROAD

On the Natchez Trace Parkway about twenty miles south of Maben,

Mississippi, Historians of the National Park Service, Department of the
Interior, have placed a marker in tribute to an unknown Indian tribe,
which reads in part:
YOviaANI
Named in honor of a small group of Choctaw Indians who,
at one time lived southeast of here.
their history.

No great battles were fought which would

leave the Yowani name to posterity.
their group.

Little is known of

No great men came from

No outstanding events, in which they had a part

seems to have taken place, in short, we here honor these
Indians so they will not have gone

11

unhonored and unsungtt -

To prevent the almost forgotten Ripley Railroad of Mississippi
from being "'unhonored and unsung 11 the following information has been
collected for posterity with thanks and appreciation for the assistance
of Mr. Lee Cox and Mr. Ellis Finger of Ripley, Mississippi, Mr.

-

Moore, Mr.

w.

w. Ji,

M. Mercer and Mr. S. H. Mayes of New Albany, Mississippi,

Mrs. Jane Melton, Mrs. T. E. Caldwell and Mrs.

w.

O. Harrell of the

Department of .Archives and History at Jackson, Mississippi, Miss Ophelia
W. Palmer of Blue Mountain, Mississippi, Mr. Murry C. Falkner and Mr.
B. M. Sheridan of Mobile, ~labama, Mr. B. C. Ruth of Parchman, Mississippi,
Miss Sara Margaret Black of Jackson, Tennessee, Mr. C. E. Hull of North
Little Rock, Arkansas and the National Railway Publications Company.

(1)

The Town of Ripley, Mississippi long dreamed of having railroad
transportation. Around A. D. 1850, Ripley, Holly Springs and Hernando,
Mississippi €ndeavored to have the Memphis and Charleston Railroad (now
the Southern) lay its rails through their towns and on into Memphis,
Tennessee.

On April 22, 1851,

President James C. Jones of the Memphis

and Charleston wrote to the stockholders and advised the Directors and
Engineers had decided on following the line of the La Grange and Memphis
Railroad eastwa.r d, which had already been graded to La Grange, thence to
Jacinto, to Tus r:- umhia on the track of the Valley Road to Huntsville and
from there to Crow Creek , in the County of Jackson, mere it intersected
with the Nashville and Ch~t tanooga road.
the Holly S"l)rings newi=;paper

11

This announcement appeared in

'Ihe Mi ssissippi Palladium"· on April

25,,

1851 and br0 1qht, P.n e nci. t o t he hope for the Memphis and Charleston to
1

come through RipJ.ey.,
On January 31, 1857, a charter was approved for the Ripley Railroad with right and authority to connect with the Memphis and Charleston
or the M::>bile and Ohio., This charter was granted to
P.

w.

Saunders, Simon R. Spight,

o.

Davis,

w.

11

Charles P. Miller,

R. Cole, A. M. Jackson,

C. A. Green, W. A. Gray, James B. Ellis, H.P. Maxwell, Booker Foster,
L. D. Alexander, James M. Spight, Jesse Fmbry, F. Brougher, John H.
Suggs, L. S. Holcomb, John Yillury, J.M. Hopkins, W.R. fuchanan,
J.E. Rogers, Esq., and John W. Thompson of the County of Tippah,
Mississippi, together with those who may hereafter become stockholdera
in the manner provided - - - were created a body corporate, by the name
and style of the 'Ripley Railroad.•
to be subscribed.

n

Capital stock of $200,000~00 was

(Laws of Mississippi, Chapter N, approved, January

31st, 1857) spparently this effort failed as no further trace of it
has been located.
(2)

In four years war and desolation followed, but a number of determined
men still wanted a railro~d.

They needed a leader and found a very capable

one in Colonel William C. Falkner of Ripley, Mississippi.
attorney and novelist and a veteran of two wars.
Mexican War and in the Confederate States

li.rrrry

He was an

He had served in the

in the War of Northern

J&ggression.
The Ripley Railroad was chartered and approved on May 13, 1871 with
the following Stockholders:

flai. R. Cole, M. P. Lowrey, Moses McCarley,

1

W. C. Falkner, W. D. Carter, R. J. Thurmond, Fl. w. Strickland, J. H.
r:, r+Uop~ ~,-i--J ~~
Hopkins L. Rogan, J. H. Nnnce, W. A. Holbrook, N. B.
Leatherwood,

w.

c.

C. Terry, Robert Owen, Frank T. Long, B. T. Rinebrou.gh,

T. Stricklin, D. B. Wright, Thomas McDougal,

Maffield, Daniel Hind, T.

o.

w.

T. Hamer, John

Willis, P. M. Gartin, Thomas Murray, Jasper

Hicks, C. T. Eond, H.P. Maxwell,~. D. Beck, C. C. Chuan, L. T.
McKenzie, Bnj. Robinson, W. J. Leake, Carrol Dowry, Hart Stewart, B. F.
lik>rsha.m. 11

The Charter granted permission to intersect with either the

Memphis and Charleston, the Mobile and Ohio, the Mississippi Central,
or the Selma, Marion and Memphis. (Laws of Miss., 1871 Chapter LXXX)
Colonel

w.

C. Falkner was appointed Presfdent and R. J. Thurmond

was appointed Secretary.

On the third day of June 1872 they borrowed

from the United Security Company of the City of New York, the sum. of
ten thousand dollars per mile for the construction of the railroad from
Ripley, Mississippi to Middleton, Tennessee to connect with the Memphis
and Charleston, a distance of

25

miles.

The instrument stipulated they

would issue bonds of writings obligatory at said rate per mile each for
the sum of one thousand dollars, all dated June 3, 1872, and bearing
interest at the rate of seven per cent per annum. Naturally, they
signed a deed of trust.

This deed was signed for the Ripley Railroad

(3)

by William C. Falkner, President, and Richard J. Thurmond, Secretary,

and filed for record on the 27th day of June 1872 at 10:00 A. M.
(Book I, Pages 42 to

57,

Land Trust Deeds, Tippah County, Mississippi)

Colonel Falkner mapped out a plan for the line and applied to the
State for aid, as at that time there was a grant of $4,000.00 per mile
for railroad construction in the State.

After business details were

perfected~ it was found this grant applied only to standard or broadgauge railroads.

Colonel Falkner appeared before the State Legislature

and succeeded in having the Jegislation amended to include narrow-gauge
railroads.

This subsidy was due to expire on the last day of August 1872.

According tow. P.A. records for Tippah County, Mississippi,
Colonel Falkner toured the country in the general area of Ripley to
speak in favor of the railroad.

He was an excellent orator and more

and more people became interested

and helped in whatever way they could.

Some of the stockholders donated money, others donated right-of~way,
timber, team work, labor, et cetera and the work got under way.

Colonel

Falkner secured 125 convicts from the State to work on the railroad.
People along the right-of-way donated food and clothing for the convicts.
Colonel Falkner had the honor of driving the first spike.

Porter and

Brown of Pontotoc were thought to h2ve been the locating engineers •.
The gauge of the Ripley Railroad was three feet, which was twenty
and one-half inches shorter than standard gauge... Cross ties were six
inches square and six feet in length (1ild. P • .i&..). The rail was approximately 36-pound weight.
as

11

The rails were joined with flat plates known

fish plates 11 and they did not resemble the present day angle bars.
The late 7. J. Moore (1863-1964) worked for the Memphis and

Charleston and later for the Gulf and Chicago in the Maintemmce of Way
To_p artment and told his son, w. R. Moore, a retired superintendent of

(4)

the Tennessee Division of the O. M. &

o.

Railroad the following story:

The little Railroad Company was trying desperately to earn the

$h,ooo.oo

per mile subsidy from the State and complete the construction

of the railroad before the deadline.

Shortly before the deadline, the

State sent an Inspector to see that the line was complete and ready to
handle traffic.

A delegation from the Railroad met the Inspector at

Middleton, Tennessee, but the railroad was not complete or reaey to
handle traffic.

Instead of taking the time to build bridges, the workers

had cut down large trees and placed them across streams and low places
on which they laid cross ties and rails.

However, it was possible to

operate trains over the railroad between Ripley and Middleton. (Note:
At that time - 1872 - the invaded and conquered Confederate States were
under the military occupation of the United States, which lasted approximately 12 years in Mississippi.

Out of 152 seats in the Mississippi

Legislature, 64 were held by Negroes and 24 by carpetbaggers.

The

Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Immigration, ,&griculture and
Superintendent of Education, as well as nearly all local office holders
were Negroes.) Consequently, the Inspector sent to inspect the railroad
was a Negro.

The problem was to get his approval of the railroad and

the delegation handled the situation politely and smoothly.

Middleton,

Tennessee had open saloons and as soon as they met the Inspector they
invited him to have a drink • .After several rounds of drinks the Inspector
was in an agreeable mood and ready for the inspection. A special train
made the short trip to Ripley where the document was ready for the
Inspector to O. K. with his "X" mark, which he did very happily.

Mr. Moore also said that several miles of the 36-pound second-hand
rail and a number of the second-hRnd n::i.rrow-gauge f:t•oight. r-..ars came from
the Iron Mountain Rail.road which had changed to standard gauge, all of
which was shipped to Middleton on standard flat cars.

(5)

According tow. P.A. records, it was a great day for Ripley when

the first train came puffing into the station grounds.
narrow track and a small engine, but it looked like a

It was only a
11

monsterli to

numbers of men, women and children who had never seen a train of any
kind.

People for miles and miles had gathered to welcome the train and

railroad that later became known as the

11

Doodlebug. 11

Colonel Falkner

shed tears of _joy when his friends congratulated him on his success as
a railroad builder.

Thew.

P.A. records described the crew as follows:

B~ P• .Robson, Superintendent, John Walker as Baggage Master, Sam
Edgertown as Brakeman, (Charles Lillard, Conductor - Memphis To.ily
Appeal), Engineer R.

w.

c.

Hardwick.

Engineer R. C. Hardwick brought the

C. Falkner engine in on the first trip and Engineer Jim Rone brought

the Harsey W. Strickland in on the second trip.

These engines were Nos.

3 and 1 and were later called 'tTanglefoot" and 11 .IbllyLt respectively.
This little train was a mixed train carrying both passengers and
freight and was reputed to be the first train of this type in .IIWlerica.
It served the town of Ripley and the villages of Falkner, Tiplersville,
Walnut and Brownfield, Mississippi and Middleton, Tennessee.

It was

also the only narrow-gauge railroad used as a common carrier in the
State of Mississippi at any time.

The .bimerican Railroad Manual for

1874 give the following information:
RIPLEY Rl'.ILR01~D COMPLNY

This company was, it is believed, the first one incorporated in the south for the construction of a narrowgauge railroad, from Middleton, on the Memphis and
Charleston, to Ripley, a distance of 26 miles.

The

financial condition of the Company can not be ascertained, but it may be presumed that the road was
constructed and equipped for $15,000 per mile, and
(6)

that the total liabilities do not exceed $400,000.

According

to the latest reports, the ~•southern Railway Security Company"
has agreed to take and operate the Ripley Railroad as its agent.
tkThe Southern Railway Security Company" is to furnish the money
necessary for putting the road in first-class condition, and

io

per cent is to be paid out of the earnings as interest on such
advances.

The operating contract can be terminated by either

party upon giving thirty days' notice.
N. B. - Communications should be addressed to Southern Railway
Security Company, Memphis, Tenn.
The following from Narrow Gauge Railways in .America

by Howard

Fleming, second edition 1876:
norganized 1871 to build a narrow gauge road from Middletown
(sic), a station on the Memphis & Charleston R.R. to Ripley
in Tippah County, Miss., 26 miles.

Grading begun and completed

by the Company, and the iron and equipment furnished by the
Southern Security Company, who own and operate the road; line

-

being open for traffic in the latter part of 1872. 1

-

Maximum grade is 106 ft. per mile
Weight of rail is

35 lbs. per yard

Weight of engines, 12 - 15 tons
Cost of road, including equip., $12,500 per mi.
Equipment - 2 engines, 2 passenger cars, 1 baggage,
15 freight cars.
Communication should be addressed to Southern Security Company,
Memphis, Tenn. ta
The National Railway Publication Company's Official Guide for the
year 1872 has the following paragraph listing:
(7)

•

Ripley Railroad
Train leaves Middleton 1 for Falkner and Ripley 3:35 P.

M.,

arriving at Ripley 6:15 P. M.

Leaves Ripley 4:00 A. M.,

arriving Middleton 6:25 A. M.

Distance 26 miles.

Connection-1 With Memphis and Charleston.
The National Rail~y Publication Company's Official Guide for the
year 1879 had this same schedule listed for the Ship Island, Ripley and
Kentucky ..
Colonel Falkner was associnted in the little roe.d with Captain C. L.
Harris, who became a Superintendent, Chesley Hines and Claude Hines.
These three men operated a sawmill and lumber company about four miles
north of Ripley, but became interested in the railroad and moved to
Ripley.

Chesley Hines was interested in operating the locomotives.

He

met a tragic death in a wreck about nine miles north of Ripley when an
old blind mare walked into a small trestle and Mr. Hines was unable to ·
stop his engine, No. 3, before running into the animal and wrecked the
engine.

Mr. Hines was scalded so badly he died.

His fireman, Mack

Kendrick, managed to jump clear and in time to avoid injury.
Hines was a conductor.

Claude

The Hines Family remained active in the railroad

as long as the Falkner Family controlled it.
Thomas M. Cox was the 1·•Head Mechanic" and according to his son Lee
Cox he was devoted to his work and could take the little locomotives
apart, piece by piece, to make repairs.

His ability and efficiency are

proven by the fact that operations started in the latter part of 1872
and old 11 Tanglefoot 11 is shown in a picture at Pontotoc in 1898 still in
operation on a work train.

The repair shops were loc?ted just west of

the present GM&O depot at Ripley, Mississippi.

The stockade for the

convicts was located just north of Ripley. (Lee Cox)
(8)

The Memphis Daily Appeal for Friday, August JO, 1.872, gives a very
interesting account of the events concerning the arrival of the narrowgauge at Ripley on the preceding day.

The reporter wrote a very inter-

esting article, which deviates somewhat from the subject, but it is
copied in its entirety for its historic value.
THE MEMPHIS D.h.ILY API'Ei..L---FRIDAY, AUGUST JO, 1872

RIPLEY
OPENING OF THE NJ.JIBOW-GAUGE RlJLROlJ)

- THE FIRST SOUTH OF THE OHIO
IM1ENSE CONCOURSE OF PEDPLE -- SEVEN
THOUSJ.ND PERSONS PRF.SllTT
RIPLEY--ITS MERCH.hNTS 1'.JITD MERCLNTILE PROSPECTS
Yesterday was a grand and gala day for the denizens of the flourishing and enterprising little town of Ripley, Mississippi, and the
citizens of Tippah county generally. When the countless years have
flown into the great and irrevocable reservoir of the past, the grayhaired octegenarian will relate to his children and his children's
children, the wonders he witnessed on this day, when for the first time
the shriek of the iron horse awoke to a sense of their own importance
their forefathers, and resounded through the almost impenetrable pine
woods of Tippah. (sic)
THE RIPLEY NJIRROW-Gi.UGE
Scarcely one year ago the first meeting of the incorporators of
the above road was held to devise ways and means to raise funds to carry
out a project which, to many, at th2t day, seemed visionary and chimerical.

Today it stands before them an undisputed po$sibility, and a proud

record of what untiring energy and perseverance may do.

Twenty four and

three-fourth miles is now completed and in running order from Middleton,
Tennessee, on the Memphis and Charleston road, to Ripley, Mississippi.
(9)

The line runs through a fine tr~ct of hardwood country, principally
beech and maple; of an undulating character, sandy loam soil, and admirably adapted to agriculture.

Its present cost is twelve thousand dollars

per mile, is well graded and rides remarkably smooth.

The rolling stock

consists of two engines, one of twelve tons and one of fifteen tons,
manufactured by Messrs. Danson & Daily (Note - This manufacturer may have
been Dawson and Bailey.), of Connellsville, Pennsylvania, both of which
reflect infinite credit upon the manufacturers, the former costing seven
thousand dollars and the latter seven thousand eight hundred dollars.

In

addition to the above, there are eight box cars, twenty-eight flats and
one passenger coach.

The coach is of Wilmington, Delaware manufact_ure,

elegantly fitted up, with red velvet seats; the inside is of highly
polished black walnut, and hPs all the modern improvements looking towards
ease and comfort.

This coach is named the llEffie D. Falkner, 11 after the

President's little daughter.
h S a proof of the dispatch with which this road has been built, it

is sufficient to state that dirt was broken on the first dcy of last
Mc~rch, and the last spike driven on the twenty-seventh day of August;
nineteen miles of the track having been laid in the last twenty days,
which speaks well for the active energy of the indefatigable contractors
Messrs. Robbins and Rock.
THE EXCURSION
lit nine o I clock yesterday morning an excursion consisting of two
trains and nineteen covered flat cars, left Middleton to enjoy a trip
over this much compl eted roa d.

~bout seven hundred persons in all, among

whom were P. Smith, Esq., Messrs. Gilman and Rother, W. G. Rutledge;
Colonel Normant of the Corinth News, Major Wicks of the Memphis and
Charleston Railroad, Mr. Burt, master-mechanic of the same, General
Rather, Vice-President of the same;

(10)

Yu-. Preston, of the Raleigh road;

Captain Hardee and Hon. H. C. Carter, of Vicksburg, Railroad Commissioners
of Mississippi, and a host of others, whose name it is impossible to give.
On the road Colonel Faulkner (sic), the able and energetic President,
trented his guests in a princely manner, being ever on the alert to see
th2t their wants were properly attended to.
The only station of interest between Middleton and Ripley is "Faulkner
Station," (sic) named after Colonel Faulkner (sic), by a vote of the Board
of Directors, and although of but little importance at present, promises
in the future to be a point of no insignificant importance.

RIPLEY
Nestled in the center of a fine and fertile country, surrounded by
tall and stately pines and gnarled oaks, the old fashioned
queer little town of Ripley lies.

quaint and

Its buildings, for the most pe.rt, have

an ancient appearance, with the slanting roofs, high gabled ends, and
dormer windows, which speak plainly of antebellum days when the forefathers of the hamlet put up houses, more with an eye to ease and comfort
than to exterior show.
ment is visible here.

Yet the steady hand of improvement and advanceMany new buildings have been erected or are in

course of erection, on which all modern improvements may be seen, and
instead of the old style of portico with its lattice work and creeping
vines, you will find the bold and business front of late days.
At the lPst census, Ripley contained a population of eight hundred
souls, it might possibly become indignant at one thousand to-day.

The

business portion of the town, as it is in all towns of the same pretentions, is around the public square, in the center of which is the
Tippah county courthouse, a large substantial looking building of no
mean appearance.
klmost all branches of trade and industry have sent their representatives to this pleasing little town.

(11)

Merchandizing of all kinds

is well r~presented.

hmong its leading business men is Mr. Cole, in the

dry goods line, who for the lfst thirty-six years has been one of Ripley's

most prosperous citizens.

The weight of almost sixty summers is upon Mr.

Cole's brow, yet to-day he is as well preserved as a man of forty.

A long

career of steady business habits and honorable dealings has brought dollars
to his coffers and customers to his counters.
Proudfit & Co., in the general dry goods and grocery line, are
gentlemen of good business standing and more than ordinary business
qualificc1tions.

Messrs. Melon & Thurmon, a.l so of the dry goods and

grocery business, are always well supplied with everything in their line,
and doubtless drives a very thriving trade.
M. C. Ball, dry goods, has a large stock of staples and domestics,
and his shelves are always full of just such merchandise as would command a
fair trade from the female portion of the community.
J.P. Hale and William Thorn, both gentlemen of unexceptionable
business habits, command a fair share of the grocery business.
Regan & Hunt and h. J. Suggs & Co. both have large establishments,
and confine their attention to the dry goods trade exclusively.
The learned professions have also their devotees settled here.

W. T.

and J.P. Strickland, Thompson & Falkner and Falkner & Mitchell are all
gentlemen "learned in the law, 11 and attend to the settlement of disputes
between man and man.

In so doing, they display no small amount of

forensic skill and ability.
Nor is this community free from '·'the thousand natural ills flesh
is heir to," judging from the amount of medical talent displayed therein.
And although people succumb here as in other portions of the globe, to
the great and universal lew of nature, death, yet it is from inspection
that Ripley has not a very fat or plethoric churchyard.

The principal

medical and surgical practitioners are J. Y. Murray, M. D.,
(12)

w.

D. and

and N. C. Carter, Alexander and Hunt, who are also druggists, E, Cox
and Murray & Son, druggists.

If one were to form his conclusion from

the general appearance of the citizens, there is but little need of
many more of the disciples of Escuiapeus in this town.
The Ripley Advertiser is the only exponent of public opinion, and
is ably conducted by a veteran knight of the quill, J. F. Ford, Esq.,
who by times wields a masterly pen,
There are three churches, a Presbyterian, Rev. William A. Guy,
incumbent, Baptist, over which Rev. M. P. Lowry, presides, and Methodist,
wherein Rev. B. H. Brown prea ches.

In addition to the above there are

two colored churches, a Methodist and Baptist.
RECEPTION, DINNER AND SPEECHES.

Upon the arrival of the excursion trains, the Committee of Reception,
consisting of W.R. Cole, John W. T. Falkner and L. Robbins, conducted the
)

vast assemblage, whose numbers had been materially increased on the road,
to a spacious grove, some five hundred yards from the depot, mere, beneath
the out-spreading branches of aged oaks, which formed a grateful and
pleasing shelter from the scorching rays of the noontide sun, was spread
a most copious and refreshing dinner, prepared by the kindly foresight
of the ladies, who proved themselves more than equal to the occasion.
Here, also, had been erected a stand for the speaker and the band.
The immense concourse which filled the ground could not have consisted
of less than seven thousand persons.

Colonel Falkner immediately introduced

CAPTAIN HARDEE
as the first speaker.

The gentleman, on coming forward, congratulated the

citizens of Ripley and Tippah county generally on the successful completion
of this railroad enterprise, which he could not designate as a small one,
for in the future it would undoubtedly prove one of the most gigantic in
the South; that this line of railroad would open up and develop one of the
(13)

r

grandest and most fertile sections of the Southern country, and draw to
this very doorsteps the immense resources of the interior and Southern

C

portion of the State.

The speaker paid a well-merited compliment to the

indefatigable energy of the President, and retired amid the cheers of
the crowd.
The next speaker was
HON. H. C. CARTER,

State Senator from Vicksburg, and Railroad Commissioner, who prefaced his
remarks by saying that it was the least of his intentions to make a speech,
but had merely come as an officer of the State under the late subsidy laws.
He entered into a lengthy and elaborate history of narrow-gauge railroads
in the South and elsewhere; spoke of the part he himself had taken in the
affair at the time of the passage of the State subsidy laws; that every
colored man in the Legislature had voted for Colonel Falkner's bill; that
he was proud he could go back to Jackson and relate with what gentlemanly
courtesy a colored man had been treated in Northern Mississippi.

He

concluded his well-timed rernnrks by mentioning, in flattering terms, the
restless energy and ability displayed by Colonel Faulkner (sic) in
bringing the undertaking to the present successful termination.

The

speaker was several times interrupted by the cheers of the crowd •.
The speaking being concluded, the attention of the vast mass of
human beings was turned to the dinner laid out for them, and to which
ample justice was done.

There were provisions enough on hand to feed

double the number, thanks to the admirable arrangement carried out by the
ladies.
THE MUSIC.
The music, which was supplied by the La Grange cornet band, under
the direction of Professor F. J. Firth, was of the sweetest description,
and is deserving of special mention.
(14)

A vote of thanks was tendered to the gentlemanly conductor, Mr.
Charles Lillard, formerly of the Mississippi Central, who took the
excursion train out and back.

FINALE.
~

grand ball took place last night at the courthouse as the grand

finale of one of the most memorable days in the history of Tippah County.
---------➔HHHH:·-----------

(Memphis Daily Appeal--Friday, August JO, 1872)
The railroad continued to operate and Col. Falkner became interested
in the Gulf and Ship Islani Railroad and wanted to extend his railroad
southward to the Gulf, and northward to the Great Lakes.

He became

affiliated with the Gulf and Ship Island and was a Vice President and
on the Board of Directors.
The Gulf and Ship Island Railroad started construction southward
from Ripley to Pontotoc, Mississippi.

It also started construction in

the southern part of Mississippi at the same time, but that is not a
part of this saga.
On

the 16th of M.:~rch 1872, the name of the Ripley Railroad was

changed to Ship Island, Ripley and Kentucky (Laws of Miss., 1872,
Chapter LXXVIII), and on the 9th of April 1873, the name was changed
to Cairo and Ship Island (Laws of ~f.i_ss., 1873, approved April 9, 1873).
It appears the latter name was never used as this is the only record
located concerning this name.
The Gulf and Ship Island R~ilroad made a trust deed tow. C.
Falkner, July 28, 1886. This deed was made to secure payment to said

w.

C. F?lkner the sum of thirty thousand dollars between the G&SI of

the first part, John W. T. Falkner of the second part, and W. C. Falkner
of the third part. (lbok VIII, Pe.ges 3, 11, 12 and 13, Chattel Trust
Tueds, Tippah County, Miss.)

(15)
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This letter was written by W. C. Falkner to Ira South. Mr. South was Mr. Falkner's farm
manager and looked after the railroad property in Ripley. The letter was presented to the Courthouse at Ripley, Mississippi by Mr. South's descendants.

The Gulf and Ship Island Railroad made a trust deed to Hamelton
and Hoskins, August 12, 1886, between the G&SI R.R. Co~ of the first
part, William Hamelton, party of the second part, and Jones L. Hamelton
and James h. Hoskins, partners under the firm name of Hamelton and
Hoskins, parties of the third part.

The G&SI was indebted to Jones L.

Hamelton and James A. Hoskins in the sum of $21,620.00, money advanced
for the hire of convicts that had performed labor on the line of said
railroads, tools and material furnished, and to keep the convicts at
work on the road until the grading was finished from Ripley to Pontotoc,
which increased said debt to $34,120.00.
to the one given

w.

This deed of trust was secondary

C. Falkner, dated ~rch 17 ,, 1886, for $5,000.00 and

another dated July 28, 1886 for $30,000.00 (Book 5, Pages 228, 229, 230,
231 and 232, Land Trust Deeds, Tippah County, Miss.)
Contemporary photographs indicate that construction of railroad
roadbeds was accomplished by the use of two-wheel horse-drawn carts wbioh
had to be filled with earth dug by men 'With shovels.

Evidently, the slip

or scraper was a later day invention.
In starting the southward extension for the G&SI, the "Sandhouse
Committee~ reports Colonel Falkner h~d two surveys made. (Note:

In

railroad parlance ltThe Sandhouse Comrnittee 11 is a term for information
from an unverified source.)

One of which would hnve put the railroad

west of Blue Mountain and through the village of Glenfield.

This could

hnve been a psychological move on the part of the Colonel •. It brought
concessions in the form of money donations from both Blue Mountain and
New Albany.

The "'Sandhouse Committee" may have been in error about this

as General Mark P. Lowrey of Blue Mountain was a charter stockholder in
the Ripley Re.ilroad.

There was also a spring on top of the hill at Blue

Mountain which would provide an

unlimited water supply. Water was piped

from this spring to the water tank at the bottom of the hill and no
(16)

pumping was necessary.

This spring water flowed down the hill into the tank

at Lowrey (Blue Mountain) until after 1948 when the Diesel locomotives
brought an end to its usefulness.

Mr. R. L. Smallwood reported in the

GM&O News of November 24, 1948 that his father made a donation of $5,000.00
to the railroad, which helped bring the railroad not only to New Albany,
but down the main street of New ilbany, Mississippi where it remains to
this day.
Another problem arose about this time.

The Kansas City, Memphis and

Birmingham Railroad (now the Frisco) was constructing a line from Memphis
to Birmingham and Colonel Falkner endeavored to get the narrow-gauge built
to Pontotoc first, but he failed and had to cross the other railroad at
New ~lbany. This meant he had to maintain the crossing and successor
companies have had to IMintain it ever since.

h re-enactment of this

race for the crossing was performed by section ~rews from the Frisco and
G:l'-&O Railroads at the Centennial of New Albany several years ago.
Reference has been made to the use of convict Jabor several times.
At that time the State of M1ssissippi leased the services of people
convicted of crimes for labor purposes.
an

end to this practice.

The Constitution of 1890 put

I understand 125 were used on the construction

between Ripley and Mj_ddleton and 250 between Ripley and Pontotoc.

No

records were lBft of the many untold deaths of these convicts who died
from overwork, maltreatment and 11 trigger-happy 11 guards.

Local legend

has it that deaths were numerous and they lie in unmarked graves along the
right-of-way and adjacent property,
the

11

Frenchrnan 1 s

New ~bany.

There is one exception and that is

Grave" near Grace's Crossing just a few miles north of

There are several stories about this grave, but the most

popular one is that mile this Frenchman was visiting in Mississippi he

(

was falsely accused of a crime. He was unable to speak :English or
obtain legal counsel.

He was falsely convicted, then leased to this
(17)

construction company.

He managed to write a letter to his wife in France

and told her of his plight and asked for money for legal aid.

A neighbor

answered and wrote that his wife was sick and nee.r death and that it would
mean so much if he could come to see her.

The Frenchman finally thought

he saw a chance to escape and attempted to reach a wooded area, but the
ever-ready guard saw what he was attempting to do and shot him. Another
story is that he stood the abuse of the foreman and guards as long as
he could and walked away with the remark that he hopeel. the rils.o.b. 11 got
him 1'plumb center.tt

He was buried on the right-of-way near the track.

In Jater years it was necessary to move his remains to another location
due to the grave being too close to the track and in the way of work
being done on the right-of-way.

This was done under the supervision of

Supervisor John R. Todd of the G. M.
from active service.

&

o.

R. R who has since retired

Section Foreman J. D. Wall knew of this grave and

built a picket fence around it.
a picket fence painted white.

There is no marker of any kind, just

Mr. Wall mainte.ined the fence for a long

time and since then successor railroad companies hRve had it maintained.
This white picket fence is a source of w:>nderment to passing motorists
on the adjacent highway.

Whatever

the true story about this man mcy

be, the records of the Mississippi State Penitentary show that one
Frank Smith, MSP No.

547,

was sentenced in Warren County M?rch 3, 1886

to a term of 3 years for Grand Larceny., Subject was born in Paris,
France.

The record shows that he was shot July

14,

1886 while trying

to escape from a Railroad construction crew (G&SI RR).

He died

July 31, 1886. 'Me cRn not be positive this is the same man who is
interred at Gr.ace's Crossing (some call the place - Gale), but all
indications are that he is the one.
( 18)

The Frenchman's grave-may he
rest in peace.

Gulf and Chicago engine No. 9,
"The Houston." Crew unidentified.

Mobile, Jackson and Kansas City
narrow-gauge. This was "Work
Extra 18" according to Mr.
Frank Cruse, fireman on the job.
Engineer was Mr. B. M. Pegram.
Picture made just north of the
Tallahatchie Bridge near New Albany in 1903. Note the "linkand-pin" coupler on front of engine.

The line was completed into Pontotoc on July 2, 1888.

An old-

fashioned barbecue was given to celebrate the completion of the railroad.
The silver spike was driven by Jack Fouland and addresses were delivered
by C. B. Mitchell and Col. W. C. Falkner.

J.E. Walker, C. W. Bolton,

Will Robinson and Jnmes Bell were in charge of arrangements. (Commercial
J1ppeal).
The Clarion-Ledger of Jackson, Mississippi, Thursday, July 12, 1888,
gives a slightly different account of the completion of the railroad and
is quoted below:
THE FOURTH

i.T

PONTOTOC

Completion of the Gulf and Ship Island
Railroad to that point.
Editor of the Clarion-Ledger.
Pontotoc, Miss., July 10, 1888.
The Fourth of July will long be remembered by the citizens of
Pontotoc town and county, Miss.

It was selected as a dey to celebrate

the completion of the Gulf and Ship Island Railroad to this place.
For two dnys past the Committee of ..~rrangements hE!ve been busy night
and day barbecuing meat and making all necessary arrangements for the
occasion. Last night many of the citizens living in extreme parts of
the county came to town and camped over night so as to be here to participate in the celebration of the Fourth.

~tan early hour crowds were seen

coming from every direction and soon the streets were almost blockaded.
At 10 o 1 clock, a.m., the Pontotoc Cornet Band under the direction of
Prof. Winston, formed procession and marched to the depot to receive
the people coming in on the excursion tr~in.
At half-past ten o'clock the excursion train, consisting of nine cars,
with about a thousand people on boc'l.rd nnd drawn by two locomotives, came
rushing into the depot and was received with the blowing of whistles,

(19)

playing of the Brass B?.nd and shouts of the multitude~ When quiet was
at last restored Mayor Bradford delivered the address of welcome, which
was responded to by Col.

w.

C. Falkner.

Hon. J. D. Fontaine, with the

assistance of Miss Effie Dean Falkner, daughter of Col.

w.

C. Falkner,

then proceeded to drive the silver spike in honor of the completion of
the railroad to this place.
The procession was then formed and headed by the Brass Band marched
to the Fair Ground where tables had been erected and a bountiful dinner
spread.
It was the Jargest crowd that has been in Pontotoc for many years,
and is variously estimated ~t from five to ten thousand people.

There

was never a more enjoyable occasion or one at which the people seemed
to be in better humor and not an instence of drunkenness or rowdyism
occurred.

~fter dinner there was a match game of baseball between New

~lbany and Pontotoc basball clubs.

,i:.t night a grand ball was given in

honor of the occasion, many invited guests from neighboring cities were
present, and all pronounced the day a perfect success.
Judge L. E. Houston is holding his first court here this week.
The Gulf and Ship Island Railroad are now running regular trains
to this place, leaving here 2.t 6:00 1~. M. and returning at 6:00 P. M,
The town is getting up quite a boom. (Copied verbatim)
*** ➔!-*

The depot referred to in this article was built some distance to the
west of the Town of Pontotoc.

Some years later lawsuits were instigated

which forced the railroad to lay its rails into the Town of Pontotoc.
The

(-

11

old main line 11 which branches off at the present day North Junction

is where the narrow-gauge line was laid.
(20)

To use a quotation from Robert Burns "The best-laid schemes o 1 mice
and

I

men gang aft agley • 11

kt the M2y term ( 1887) of the Chancery Court

of Tippah County, Mississippi, C. L. Harris was appointed commissioner and
ordered to foreclose said mortgage by selling said railroad to the highest
bidder.

He was also appointed by the Hardeman County, Tennessee Chancery

Court, September 1887 term, to do likewise.

This was to secure payment of

250 bones of one thousand dollars each and the sum of $94,500.00 of unpaid

interest on the bonds.

The r ailroad was bought for the sum of $135,ooo.oo

cash by the second part who were w.

c.

Falkner, L. D. Hines, William Hines,

N. G. Carter and w. T. Falkner. This sale was made on the 23rd day of
July 1889 by C. L. Harris, Commissioner and Trustee. (Book V, Pages 387,
388 and 389, Land Trust Deeds, Tippah County, Miss.)
On hUgust 1, 1889, John W. T. Falkner, Trustee, sold that part of the
G.

&

S. I. between Ripley and Pontotoc, about 36 miles, tow. C. Falkner

for the sum of $45,ooo.oo as highest and best bidder for the property for
failure to repay borrowed money. (Book V, Pages 392, 393 and 394, Land
Trust Deeds> Tippah County, Miss.)

On

this same date, N. G. Carter,

Trustee, sold to W. C. FRlkner interest of Hamelton, Hoskins
and the G.

&

&

Company

S. I. R.R. Co. for $35,000.00, Mr. Falkner being .the

highest bidder. (Book V,
Tippah County, Miss.)

P~ges 389, 390 and 391, Lnnd Trust Deeds,

Again on tho same day, August 1, 1889, Colonel

Falkner sold that part of the Railroa d between Ripley and Pontotoc,
1'1:i.ssissippi to the Gulf and Chicago Railroad Company for the sum of
$205,ooo.oo cash in hand. (Book

v,

Peges 395, 396 and 397, Land Trust

Deeds, Tippah '0unty, Mi~.,:..ssii'pi).
Colonel William C. 1''alkner was shot by his business associate R. J.
Thurmond on November 6, 1889, election day, just after Colonel Falkner
had verified his election to the State legislature.

He died the following

day. (W. P.A. records from E.T. Winston, G}EcN News).
(21)

The name of the Railroad was changed to the Gulf and Chicago on
February 20, 1890 and approved by the Legislature (Laws of Mississippi,

1890). (I can not explain the discrepancy between this and second prece.ding paragraph.)

Mr. Ellis Finger of Ripley, Mississippi who at one time was a
student telegrapher advised the G. &

c.

initials became known as the

"Go and Come. 11
Murry C. Falkner served the G. & C. as hUditor, Treasurer, Vice
President, as well as Conductor and part-time Engineer.
The National Publication's Official Guide for Jpril 1890 has the
following paragraph listing:
GULF I.ND CHIC.b.GO RiJLROJJ)
C. L. Harris, Superintendent, Ripley, Miss.
Train leaves Middleton 1 for Pontotoc (62 miles) 12:40 Noon.

(*)

Returning, leaves Pontotoc ( ➔!-) 6:15 J1e M., arriving Middleton

11:JO A. M.
February 1, 1890
(*) Daily

Connection1 - With Memphis & Charleston Division East
Tennessee, Virginia & Georgia R.R.
On February 20, 1890, due to mortgage foreclosure procedures instituted
in Chancery Court of Tippah County for failure in the payment of interest
upon bonds secured by mortgages, M. C. Falkner, I. D. Hines, Willie Hines,
N. G. Carter and John

w.

T. Falkner became purchasers of the Railroad •.

It remained the Gulf and Chicago until the Mobile, Jackson and Kansas
City Railroad Company came into possession of it.

This Company extended

the rails southward and finally made connection with the Gulf •. However,
the railroad was changed to standard gauge by the M. J. & K.

c.

It was

changed to standard gauge in part and completely standardized circa 1905.
(22)

The above picture entitled "Construction Crew On The Narrow-Gauge G & C Railroad in 1898" is
from the book THE GULF, MOBILE AND OHIO by James H. Lemly and is used by permission of
Richard D. Irwin,Inc. publishers of the book in 1953. Their permission is gratefully appreciated.
This picture appeared in the November 1925 issue of the GM & N News, which described the engine
as No. 3 and it was stated the picture was loaned to the News by Mr. Nat Hovis of Ripley,
Mississippi, who was in the picture and a brakeman on the crew. R. S. Fant was the conductor and
J. J. Melton was the engineer. The side-door caboose appears to have been made from a box car.
Mr. Lee Cox of Ripley, Mississippi identified this engine in 1967 as the engine being the one
affectionately called "Tanglefoot."
Attention is called to the outmoded "arch-bar trucks" under the flat car.

Gulf & Chicago Rail Road.

NOTICE!

No disorderly or boisterous conduct allowed. Conductor and Station Agents, under the
law, are conservators of the peace in these Cars, or
the Station Houses of which they have charge, and
are required by law to arrest all offenders.
Persons guilty of disorderly conduct are
liable to fine and imprisonment.

C. L. HARRIS, Sup't.

JNO. W. T. FALKNER,
Vice President

The usandhouse Committeetr reports that for a long time afterward they had
three rails to take care of the narrow-gauge cars that were moved occasionally.

Engineer

o.

A. McMullan of Laurel, Mississippi stated in the GM&O
11

News on receipt of his fifty-year service pin:
Pontotoc, Miss. via I.

c.

* * *•

We moved to

R.R. and the Frisco, absorbed the G. & C.,

a narrow gauge and had narrow and standard equipment running over the same
line.

The tracks in New Albany yard had three point switches and coupling

bars so that both gauge cars could be switched together. 11
The narrow-gauge had the problem of transferring freight to and from
the larger cars received from connecting lines at New Albany and Middleton.
At New Albany carload freight was transferred to and from the small cars to
the large cars on a track just north of the depot,

This track is referred

to by trainmen at the present time as the "Oil Mill Track."

The depot at

New Albany had a platform on the south side where merchandise was transferred from the K. C. M. & B. (Frisco).

The K. C. M. & B. had a track

where c1rs could be placed at this platform,

There was the same problem

of t:rans.fer"d ng freight to and from the Memphis and Charleston (Southern)
at Midi l.et on .
It has been J_earned that at times in order to accommodate shippers the
little tre.in uould l A~-,e cars on the main track for loading on the northward
trip and on the

r8 ➔:.u:r:,

t :-ip would shove the loaded cars to destination or

to where they ccuJd. ,-:.e 1,h <" eri.
The trai11

h fl ~l

6 f:]Y:T, ':!hin g e,i fL;c➔

Missis sippi fnr

11;:i':1:_v·

orders from

.47-1;.1.ny wh 9,1

}!e,v

i_ nd the engine,
t::e ems to have ,) een located at New Albany,

:nar"'- as Mr , Lse Cox states •;hey received their train

r.c~

, 10 :;:,l,:3 d

f'or the G. & C.

Engine 18 was purchased at some time or other as two different
pictures of it have been located., From pictures located, indications are
that the Gulf and Chicago converted the wood-burning locomotives to
coal-burners.
(23)

Ripley seems to have been a terminal for crews as at one time a
fireman, now deceased, told the compiler he was called at Ripley for a
"Middleton Turn" and the only engineer available was intoxicated, but he
was used anyway.

They made the trip to Middleton 2nd picked up the cars

they were sent to get without incident, but on the southward trip going
down Brownfield Hill the engineer mistook some trees for a northbound train
and applied the brakes in emergency.
against the boiler head.

This caused the fireman to fall

A few words followed with the engineer making

some remarks about the fireman's ancestry, whereupon the fireman knocked
the engineer from his seat to the deck of the engine and gave him a
thorough beating with his scoop and upon arrival at Ripley the fireman's
railroad career came to an end.
The next purchaser of the railro~d was the New Orleans~ Mobile and
Chicago; next the Gulf, Mobile and Northern and todey" the little narrowgauge portion is owned by the Gulf, Mobile and Ohio and is on that part
of the G. M. &

o.

between Jackson, Tennessee and New Orleans.

In 1967 there are two known people who worked for the narrow-gauge.
One is Mr. Lee Cox of Ripley, Mississippi, who was a fireman when he was
a very young man.

The other is Mr'. Walter M. Mercer of New ~lbany,

Mississippi who received a fifty-year service pin from the G. M. &

o.

and

retired from active service a few years ago.

Mr. Cox has given us a good deal of inform~tion about the operation
of the r ailro~d when it was known as the Gulf 2nd Chicago. A mixed train
of passengers, mail and freight, r an from Pontotoc to Middleton and return
ea ch day,

65 miles each way at that time, making a round trip of 130 miles

per day.

The G. & C. bought additional equipment - engines, box cars,

engine No.

40

which was the largest the little railroa d ever had, new

engine No. 3 (m2de by Baldwyn) 2nd engine No. 9.
No. 7, which is thought to hc1ve been named the
(24)

11

There was another engine,
:MRrk P. L0 wrey. 11

Flat cars were between 20 and 25 feet in length and about three feet

in height and weighed about

B,ooo

pounds.

Box cars were about ten feet in

height and between 25 and 30 feet in length, weight was about 12j000 pounds.
Passenger cars were about JO feet in length and weighed about 18,000 pounds.
This mixed train left Pontotoc, Mississippi, or was due to leave there
about 6:15 A. M. and due to return at 6:00 P. M., but usually did not return
until far into the night.

They worked merchandise and passengers at all

towns they ran through which 1r1ere Pontotoc, Ecru, Ingamar, New .i£.lbmy.,
Cotton Plant, Blue Mountain, Ripley, Falkner, Tiplersville and Brownfield,
Mississippi and Middleton, Tennessee.
also.

They performed industrial switching

The engine was detached at Middleton and turned on a wye, then the

train was backed to the station grounds.
MiddlBton at 12:40

f.

M.

The train was scheduled to depart

There were turn tables at Pontotoc and Ripley.

The crew consisted of a conductor, an engineer, a fireman, two brakemen
and a flagman.

The wages were $2.50 per day for the conductor, $2.50 per

day for the engineer and $1.00 per day each for the brakemen, firemen and
fla gman.
Hat<:r t-':lnke were located at Walnut, Blue Mountain, Ingemar and Pontotoc.
As the locomotives were wood-burners, wood stations were loq_~ted at Brown-

AND

field, one nee!'

}Jew

Albany and one at Pontotoc.

RIPLEY

A tender of wood would

take the traj ri. npproxi.rr..ately 20 rrr.;..les, depending on the number of cars in
the train,.

Or. Sn:1rl.-ci.ys , they tmually had three cars and on week days they

had from s even t0 J.~en ~~.rs .

~.h."3

n·'Jeepest grades were Pontotoc Hill.,

Cherry Creek Hill . :a.i.nl e:v PiJ"'. A.rid W,,lr,ut Hill.
The repair shops and the S~per i ntendent•s offi ce were located at
Ripley and later moved to New Albany.

w.

P.A. records for Tippah County indicate passenger excursion

trains were operat ed at various times.

There is reference to an excursion

to hear a temperance speech near Brownfield.
(25)

After the lecture and

picnic dinner they went to get on the train and Colonel Falkner saw
Fireman J. H. Costen on the engine and realized he had not left his
engine and obtained a basket of food for him.

It is also recorded that

the first excursion on the new part of the railroad was to a baptising
at Tippah Creek, a distance of two miles.
The railroad also had telegraph service.

At Blue Mountain, Charles

F. Palmer sold tickets from his mercantile business across from the railroad station and the telegraph office was in the office of his store
handled by his brother David M. Palmer.

o. w.

Palmer was employed as

agent-telegrapher in 1905 shortly before the M. J. & K.
gauge to standard. Miss Ophelia

w.

c.

changed the

Palmer, a descendant, is the Agent

at Blue Mountain at the present time (1967).
The Southern .Express Company appears to have handled the express
business.

Mr. Edmund Winston in the November 1925 issue of the G. M.
News wrote:

& N.

"The Gulf and Chicago claimed two distinctions; first, it

had no bonded debt and no mortgage on the Company; second, it was the
only interstate railroad to have a record of being sued in the courts
for personal damages sustained to a passenger from a head-on collision
between two hand cars."'
The Management of the railroad was not without ingenuity.
Fall of the year
box cars.

,:,ih ccn

In the

co·~+,on was moving there 1..;ould be a shortage of

Cotton t t.on h.:, d ;-,n be loaded on flat cars and to avoid sparks

from the wood-burning locomotives falling on the cotton and igniting it,
the flat cars with the cotton would be placed ahead of the engine and
shoved to destination.

(26)

Colonel Falkner was a world traveler and while making a tour of
Europe formed a close friendship with a sculptor in Milan, Italy, who
from memory made a lift-sized marble image of Colonel Falkner and
shipped it to Ripley.

It was erected in the Falkner lot in the Ripley

Cemetery at Ripley, Mississippi.

The statue is said to be a true

likeness and faces the railroad the Colonel built. (Lee Cox)
The present Gulf, Mobile and Ohio Railroad appears to have
fulfilled the dreams of Colonel Falkner as it extends from the Gulf to
the Great Lakes.
After their purchase of the G. &

c.,

the M. J. & K.

c.,

painted their initials on all of the narrow-gauge equipment.
M. J. & K. C. changed the gauge to standard in sections.

of course,
The

First, from

New Albany to Pontotoc where they started construction southward to
Ackerman, Miss. to connect with the rails which had been laid before
the construction crews had moved to New Aloony from hckerman via the
I. C. and Frisco to build southward.

Next, they changed the gauge to

standard from New 1-i.lbany to Middleton and moved the entire rolling
stock of the narrow-gauge, engines, passenger cars, box cars, flat cars
and even section crew hand cars to Middleton, Tennessee where it was
"spurred out 11 and consigned to the humiliating climax of the scrap
pile for sale and salvage.

However, it must be said the narrow-gauge

had paved the way for a large railroad as Captain Hardee had predicted
in his speech at Ripley in 1872.

(27)

THE ABANDONED EQUIPMENT AT MIDDLETON, TENNESSEE

Box Cars, Flat Cars and various parts

Engine No. 3 "Tanglefoot" loaded for shipment to who knows where.

r

THE ABANDONED NARROW-GAUGE EQUIPMENT AT MIDDLETON, TENNESSEE

Engine 18 and an unidentified engine.

Engine No. 40 and other equipment, cars, coaches, track cars.

The following is a very incomplete list of employees of the narrowgauge under any of its various names.

These names are from unofficial

records and the memory of several peoplei
President

W. C. Falkner
Secretary
R. J. Thurmond
Vice President,
liudi tor & Treasurer
Murry C • Falkner
Vice President
Jno. W. T. Falkner
Superintendents
B. P. Robson
C. L. Harris
11
Mr. Davis"
C. F. Morgan
Conductors
Charles Lillard
John Walker
Claude Hines
Frank Sheppard
M. C. Falkner
R. S. Fant
W. A. Strong
){'Mr. Fowler 11

Agent-Telegraphers
C. F. Palmer
D. M. Palmer
O. w. Palmer
11 Capt. Rogers"
R. 0. Mccarley
Billy Shannon
Marcus Shannon
R. h.. Gatlin
H.P. Luna
R. J. Shannon
O. E. Tapp
'p. Tapp
r Ma ck Guyton
Jimmy Wallace
H. C. Hughes
c. H., Boone
Walter Shannon
Head Mechanic
Thomas M. Cox
Brakemen
Sam Edgerton
N. S. Hovis

Section Foreman
John D. Wall
Firemen
J. H. Costen
Lee Cox
Jim Young
Mack Kendrick
Frank Cruse
Cy Moore
.Employees without
identified
occupations
John Cox
Ney Beard
Walter Harris
Engineers
R. C. Hardwick

• A. Bear
B. M. Pegram
~ J. J. Melton
Finley Boatwright
X Ed Glover
_,X T• A. Melton

1fr1c;,...r~

Section Foremen of the Gulf and Chicago. This list was furnished by
Mr. Walter M. Mercer of New Albany, Mississi}>pi:
W~ . Brown - Brownfield Section
Ebb Sim son and T ~ . Moor_§_ - Falkner Section
/
Hargrove and S. B. Mercer - Ripley Section
M-~
e o ey - Blue Mountain Section
wrvl,(,/,j~u.(>11~:..----...!c._- Hugh McBride - Cotton Plant Section
Gibson - New Albany Section
eor e Stanford - Pontotoc Section
~ • M. Mercer, Relief Foreman - Ripley, Mississippi
11 0.

S. 11

The Narrow-Gauge
Arrived - 1872
Departed - 1905
----000---

(28)
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